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Capsular bag folding associated with in-the-bag intraocular 
lens displacement in pseudoexfoliation syndrome

Dobra da bolsa capsular associada ao deslocamento da lente 
intraocular in-the-bag na síndrome de pseudoexfoliação
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We present the case of an 80-year-old patient diagnosed with severe pseudoexfoliation 
syndrome (PEX) in both eyes (OU), who underwent uneventful bilateral phacoemulsi-
fication with in-the-bag intraocular lens (IOL) implantation 10 years ago. However, 4 
years postoperatively, the patient developed subluxation of the capsular bag-IOL com-
plex in the left eye, attributable to the progressive zonular insufficiency characteristic 
of PEX. Consequently, the subluxated IOL was removed, and an iris-fixated lens was 
implanted.

During follow-up, 6 years after the initial surgery, a similar phenomenon was ob-
served in the right eye. Anterior segment biomicroscopy (ASB) revealed capsular bag 
folding associated with in-the-bag IOL subluxation (Figure 1). The anterior segment 
optical coherence tomography (AS-OCT) confirmed zonular instability, evidenced by 
collapse and folding of the posterior capsule, manifesting as an irregular retraction 
causing displacement of the IOL (Figure 2). This finding is typical of advanced PEX, in 
which progressive zonular insufficiency compromises the integrity of the capsule-IOL 
complex, potentially leading to late decentration or dislocation.(1) 

Figure 1. Anterior segment biomicroscopy revealed a translucent deposit centered in the 
retropupillary area, corresponding to a capsular bag fold with intrasaccular fluid accumulation.
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This case underscores the importance of prolonged monitoring in patients with PEX who have undergone cataract 
surgery, given the progressive nature of zonular deterioration and the inherent risk of late subluxation of the capsular 
bag-IOL complex.
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Figure 2. Anterior segment optical coherence tomography showed a perfectly circumferential fold of the capsular bag, with 
inferior displacement of the lens.


